FOUNDATION FOR MARINE ARCHAEOLOGY
OF THE NETHERLANDS ANTILLES

STIMANA

STIMANA FOREWORD
It is my great pleasure to write the foreword for the
First Stimana Brochure. Stimana as a Foundation has
been in existence for six years now. As you can learn
from this brochure, much has been accomplished in
the first years of this New Age. Much more has to be
done and can be done with your help.
The Island Government of Curacao has been helping us
in the past but has financial difficulties now. The Prince
Bernard Fund has been giving us subsidies every year
but can only do so much. More and more we have to
rely on the business community and individuals.
By helping us we can continue to expand our work.
Although we specialize in Marine Archaeology, the end
result is a better understanding of the history of our
islands. I am sure you and everyone else will enjoy that
very much.
Edsel ‘Papy’ Jesurun.
Chairman, STIMANA

Recently recovered cannons & anchor from Kleine Werf
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STIMANA’S MOTTO
“Non mergitur sed extollitur.”
Though not sinking, she is being raised up.

The Kleine Werf Excavation Crew that discovered
an 18th Century bronze cannon in Curacao, which
is almost certainly from the ZM Alphen.
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INTRODUCTION
The Foundation for Marine Archaeology of the
Netherlands Antilles (STIMANA) was established in 2000
to continue maritime and underwater archaeological
projects that were previously conducted at the Institute
of Archaeology and Anthropology of the Netherlands
Antilles (AAINA).
After AAINA was terminated in 1998, this work shifted
briefly to the National Archaeological and Anthropological
Museum (NAAM). With the founding of STIMANA,
these projects affiliated with the Curacao Maritime
Museum. Beginning over twenty years ago, the senior
archaeologist of STIMANA, Dr. Wil Nagelkerken, led
underwater archaeological projects in St. Eustatius and
St. Maarten.
The first STIMANA publication in 2000 was a report on
the ceramics of the historical anchorage of Orange Bay,
St. Eustatius. The Handelskade survey and studies on
the site of the frigate Alphen (1778) in the Willemstad
harbor were conducted in Curaçao. Others closely
associated with these projects were Theo van der
Giessen, Manager of Uniek Curaçao, and Drs. François
van der Hoeven, partner in the Negrita reconstruction.
Exhibit at the
Maritime Museum
Curacao displaying
Alphen and Mediator
artifacts excavated,
preserved, and
restored by
STIMANA.
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THE DUTCH FRIGATE ZM ALPHEN

In 1778, the Dutch frigate ZM Alphen exploded in the Willemstad
harbor with the loss of 227 lives. The cause of that explosion
has still not been determined. Part of the bow was thrown on
shore, and the stern floated briefly before sinking in the middle of
St. Anna Bay. The location was too deep for divers to explore at
that time. Only a few cannons were salvaged.
In 1986, Dr. Wil Nagelkerken discovered the site of debris from
the ZM Alphen and began to map and survey the site during 1988.
Extensive archaeological surveys followed between 1995 and
1999. Thousands of artifacts were found, conserved, catalogued,
and classified. The most important artifacts are on permanent
display in the Curaçao Maritime Museum. Dr. Nagelkerken has
published several articles on the ZM Alphen and has presented
research results before international conferences of the Society
for Historical Archaeology and the World Archaeological Congress
A book on the ZM Alphen is in preparation.
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CANNONS FROM THE SINT
ANNA BAY IN WILLEMSTAD
HARBOR
During underwater surveys in St. Anna Bay, the
excavation of the Alphen, and the survey of the
Handelskade (Merchants Wharf), several cannons
were found, either submerged or beneath the
Handelskade.
Eight cannons were selected for conservation and
restoration. Two electrolytic tanks were built and
used to remove salts from the cannons, a process
requiring more than one year for each artifact.
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Once the cannons were
treated, dried and sealed,
wooden carriages were
constructed to mount the
armament. All of these
efforts were made possible
by generous donations from
the Curaçao community.
Only five of the cannons
were from the ZM Alphen:
two are now on display
in the Curaçao Maritime
Museum, one is on display
at the Representative
of the Netherlands on
Curaçao, and another is in the Waaigat in front of the
replica schooner, Negrita. The fifth Alphen cannon has
been loaned to the city of Weert in the Netherlands for
five years.
The three additional cannons were found in the Handelskade,
where they were used as mooring posts during the 19th
century. Two are now on display on the Handelskade and
the other is exhibited in front of the Negrita.
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THE FREEWINDS & THE ANCHORAGE
OF KRALENDIJK BONAIRE

Since 1986, Curaçao has served as the home port for
the cruise ship, Freewinds. Her Captain, Mike Napier, and
several Freewinds crew joined the volunteer divers who
assisted with the Alphen project. Captain Napier also
offered the Freewinds as both transport and a base
of operations for a
survey of the historical
anchorage of Kralendijk,
Bonaire. During that
survey researchers
discovered the wreck
site of the ZM Sirene,
a Dutch brigantine
lost during a storm in
1831.
The results of this
study are documented
in a second book,
published by STIMANA
in 2002.
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF DOMINICA
Captain Napier of the
Freewinds facilitated an
archaeological
project
for STIMANA in the
Eastern
Caribbean
Commonwealth
of
Dominica.
STIMANA
archaeologists
met
with local historians and
divers to propose an
underwater archaeology
project to survey the
historical anchorage of
Roseau.
Dr. Lennox Honychurch,
the leading historian in
Dominica, a member
of the faculty of the
University of the West
Indies, and Chairman of
the Dominican Salvage
Board, gave his full
cooperation
to
the
STIMANA survey.
A
shipwreck site was found
within this anchorage
adjacent to Fort Young.
That site has now been
surveyed, mapped, and
analyzed.
The results of these
projects
have
been
presented in several
formal project reports
and two reports at
international conferences. The Freewinds transported dive
equipment and a rigid inflatable boat for use in that study.
Because of the success of that project, STIMANA was invited to
conduct a survey of Prince Rupert’s Bay off Portsmouth, Dominica.
9

This is the only existing drawing of the British SS Mediator which sank
in 1884 in Curacao harbor. Image courtesy of the Harrison Line Ltd.``
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THE BRITISH STEAMSHIP MEDIATOR
In 1884, the 300-foot long SS Mediator, an English steamship,
sank at the Kleine Werf (Small Wharf) in Willemstad Harbor
after colliding with the German steamer, Thuringia. The SS
Mediator sank rapidly in 40 feet of water parallel to the
wharf. The superstructure was later removed to prevent
it being a hazard to shipping, while salvage divers recovered
some of the more easily accessible cargo. The stern section
of the SS Mediator was buried under mud, stone and
modern debris including many discarded automobile tires as
the Kleine Werf was modernized and the harbor entryway
was dredged during the 20th century.
STIMANA began surveying, mapping and clearing overburden
from the SS Mediator in 2000 and has been working on
her with volunteer support since then. Several interesting
artifacts, including the ship’s horn and a crate of dishes, have
been conserved and are on display in the Curacao Maritime
Museum. A two-year project to continue study of the SS
Mediator as an underwater cultural heritage preserve is
pending. We expect that the engine room still contains the
two steam engines that powered the vessel and that at
least one cargo hold of the ship still contains trade goods
of the period.

Picture coutesy of Jan De Vos.
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EDUCATION
STIMANA has always contributed to public
education about local maritime history and
submerged cultural resource management.
Schools, organized groups and interested
individuals are encouraged to visit our projects
and exhibits.
Visiting groups are
shown
displays
of typical marine
archaeological
artifacts on the
Scharloo side wharf
next to our dive
container.
The
visitors are shown
the nature of our
work
and
have
the opportunity to
share in a “hands
on” experience.
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Certified
divers
may take a guided
tour of the SS
Mediator with a
demonstration
of the air lift
used
to
clean
and excavate the
site. A highlight of
the tour is a visit
to the Curaçao
Maritime Museum to view permanent exhibits
on the ZM Alphen and SS Mediator.
Volunteerism is an important part of STIMANA’s
public outreach activities. For some years now,
volunteers and visitors have come together
on weekends for working dives on the SS
Mediator. Both certified divers and non-divers
are welcome. An explanation of the project is
standard procedure.
Presentations before public audiences and
professional societies, as well as written
publications, such as site reports, newspaper
articles and this brochure, are additional
educational tools we use to disseminate
information
about
STIMANA’s role in
preserving the rich
maritime
heritage
of
Curaçao,
the
Netherlands Antilles
and the broader
Caribbean region.
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FUTURE PROJECT PLANS
WRECK BAY
In the Schottegat, the inner bay of Willemstad
harbor, a small embayment holds several wooden
and metal shipwrecks. That bay has served for
many years as a ship repository. Later, a dam
was built across the mouth of the bay to collect
spent oil. The dam saved the wrecked ships from
destruction.
These wrecks now lie in shallow water and are
visible from the surface. One is the three-masted
schooner, Pioneer, one of the two biggest wooden
sailing ships built in Curaçao during the 1920s.
STIMANA plans to map and survey this wreck and
others nearby.
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ANCHORAGE SURVEY
ON CURACAO

A systematic survey of
other historical anchorages
on Curaçao is also being
planned by STIMANA. That
work will take several years
and will require the services
of many volunteers.
The three photographs on this page were taken by Soublette & Son.

ARE YOU INTERESTED
IN BECOMING SUCH A
VOLUNTEER?
Contact Stimana thru
Uniek Curaçao 462 8989 / 566 7490
(Theo van der Giessen)
or 522 4939
(François van der Hoeven).
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STIMANA
The Stimana Board of Directors
Dr. Wil Nagelkerken, Theo van der Giessen and Drs.
François van der Hoeven have served on the Board
since the founding of STIMANA. Also, Drs. Eddy
Ayubi, Archaeologist/Anthropologist and former
Director of AAINA and Dr. Raymond Hayes (Maritime
Archaeological and Historical Society, MAHS) of
Washington, DC, were founding appointees on the
Board.
Subsequently, Mr. Dimitri Cloose (Director, Curaçao
Maritime Museum), MSc. Gerd Glaudemans (BDO
Accountants), Mike Napier (Captain of the cruise
ship, Freewinds) and American Archaeologist Dennis
Knepper (MAHS) were appointed to the Board of
Directors.
In 2005, we were honored by the appointment of
former Minister Plenipotentiary Edsel (Papy) Jesurun
as Chairman of the STIMANA Board of Directors.
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PRESENTATIONS AND PUBLICATIONS
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS
1995 - W Nagelkerken
Underwater archaeological research of the historical
refuse dump site along the Handelskade in St. Anna
Bay, Curaçao, Netherlands Antilles. Proceedings of the
Society for Historical Archaeology, Washington, DC,
USA
1996 - W Nagelkerken
Excavation of the Dutch frigate Alphen which exploded
and sank in 1778 in the harbor of Curaçao. Proceedings
of the Society for Historical Archaeology, Cincinnati, OH,
USA
1997 - W Nagelkerken and E Ayubi
Underwater cultural resource management in the
Netherlands Antilles. Proceedings of the Society for
Historical Archaeology, Corpus Christi, TX, USA
1998 - W Nagelkerken
19th century Dutch pearlware recovered in the harbour
of Curaçao, Netherlands Antilles. Proceedings of the
Society for Historical Archaeology, Atlanta, GA, USA
1999 - W Nagelkerken
Stoneware mineral water and gin bottles excavated
in the harbour of Curaçao, Netherlands Antilles.
Proceedings of the Society for Historical Archaeology,
Salt Lake City, UT, USA
2000 - W Nagelkerken
Case bottles excavated in the harbour of Curaçao,
Netherlands Antilles.
Proceedings of the Society for
Historical Archaeology, Quebec City, Canada
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2001 - W Nagelkerken and R Hayes
The historical anchorage of Bonaire: where archaeology
teaches history. Proceedings of the Society for Historical
Archaeology, Long Beach, CA, USA
2002 - R Hayes and W Nagelkerken
The historical anchorage of Kralendijk, Bonaire: the
site of wreckage from the Dutch warship Sirene.
Proceedings of the Society for Historical Archaeology,
Mobile, AL, USA
2003 - W Nagelkerken, R Hayes and D Knepper
The 19th century trans-Atlantic shipping trade into
the Caribbean as represented through maritime
archaeology of the English Steamship Mediator in
Curaçao, Netherlands Antilles, Proceedings of the
Society for Historical Archaeology, Providence, RI, USA
2003 - W Nagelkerken, T van Giessen, R Hayes and D
Knepper
Development of maritime archaeological tourism using
the wreckage of the English SS Mediator in Curaçao.
Proceedings of the 5th World Archaeological Congress,
Washington, DC, USA
2003 - W Nagelkerken and R Hayes
The historical anchorage of Kralendijk, Bonaire, N.A.,
including the wreckage of the Dutch brigantine Sirene
(1831). Proceedings of the 5th World Archaeological
Congress, Washington, DC, USA
2004 - W Nagelkerken, D Knepper and R Hayes
Survey and mapping of the Witte Pan ballast pile,
Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles. Proceedings of the Society
for Historical Archaeology, St. Louis, MO, USA

18

2006 - W Nagelkerken, D Knepper, R Hayes and L
Honychurch
The historical anchorage of Roseau, Dominica.
Proceedings of the Society for Historical Archaeology,
Sacramento, CA, USA
2007 - W Nagelkerken, D Knepper, R Hayes and L
Honychurch
Re-analysis of submerged shipwreck remains within
the historical anchorage site at Roseau, Dominica.
Proceedings of the Society for Historical Archaeology,
Williamsburg, VA, USA

RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS
2000 - W Nagelkerken
Ceramics of Orange Bay St. Eustatius, Netherlands
Antilles. STIMANA Marine Archaeological Series 1: 1-81.
2002 - W Nagelkerken, and R Hayes
The historical anchorage of Kralendijk, Bonaire,
Netherlands Antilles, including the wreckage of the
Dutch brigantine Sirene (1831), STIMANA Marine
Archaeological Series 2: 1-105
2007 - W Nagelkerken, T van Giessen, R Hayes and D
Knepper
Development of maritime archaeological tourism using
the wreck of the English SS Mediator in Curaçao,
Chapter 8 in “Underwater Archaeology in Latin America
and the Caribbean”, Editor R. Torrence, Left Coast
Press, London
2007 - W Nagelkerken, and R Hayes
The historical anchorage of Kralendijk, Bonaire,
Netherlands Antilles, Chapter 19 in “Underwater
Archaeology in Latin America and the Caribbean”, Editor
R. Torrence, Left Coast Press, London
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STIMANA
FOUNDATION FOR MARINE
ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE
NETHERLANDS ANTILLES
c/o Maritiem Museum Curacao,
Van de Brandhofstraat 1, Schlarloo
Curacao, Netherlands Antilles
Tel: +599-9-465-2327
Fax: +599-9-461-9512
e-mail: fhoeven@cura.net
Cellular:+599-9-522 4939 (F v/d Hoeven)
Cellular:+599-9-566 7490 (Th v/d Giessen)

Grateful Acknowledgment is made
to the Rotary Club Curacao for their
financial contribution in the printing
of this brochure.

